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re 7 Se eee ale ihe ESTABLISHMENTS, 1934. 
vance elbahes pesos’ on eillitees sal e Sales in 1904 ji 


| In an effort to provide early information on the trend of whole- 
ale sales during 1934, the Dominion Bureau of Statistics has tabulated 
he sales figures from the returns of a large number of wholesale firms. 
hile the census returns are not yet entirely complete for 1934, it is be- 
lieved that a fairly accurate indication of the trend of sales is given by 
he figures contained in this bulletin. For some kinds of business and in 
ome provinces, the number of returns so far received was not sufficient 
O- permit; the publication of any figures. In other cases, where the 

ount of the sales is relatively small, the figures should be used with 
are. 


Increases in the value of sales for 1934 over 1983 are shown in 
he Dominion figures for every kind of business specified. The gains 
range from 4.6 per cent for drugs and drug sundries to 43.9 per cent for 
etals and metal work. The rise in wholesale prices during the year 1934 
as, undoubtedly, contributed to advances in sales volume, but in many 
ines of trade the increases in sales considerably exceed the advance in 
rices. The general index of wholesale prices was about 6.7 per cent 
igher in 1934 than in 1933. The price changes between 1933 and 1934 in 
ome commodity lines which conform generally to similiar wholesale trades 
re approximately as follow: Foods, beverages and tobacco, + 9.2 per 
ent; clothing, + 1.6 per cent; coal, unchanged; drugs and pharmaceut- 
cals, + 2.7 per cent; rubber tires, + 2.7 per cent; building and con- 
truction materials, + 5.4 per cent. 


The largest increases in sales during 1934 compared with 1933 

re shown generally for those trades which suffered the most severe losses 
uring the depression. The construction group - lumber, plumbing, machinery 
nd electrical - shows the largest gains, ranging from 35.9 per cent to 
4.6 per cent for the trades mentioned, but from 1930 to 1933 the decline 
n ee value of sales for these kinds of business ranged from 57 to 64 per 
ent. 


Firms reporting in the food group show a total gain of 12.1 per 
ent in value of sales for the group as a whole. The increases are 1.5 
be eeny itor dsiry wand poultry products, 6.9 percent. for groceries, 14.1 
er cent for fruits and vegetables, and 22.5 per cent for meats and fish. 


Other important groups and the extent of their gains are drugs, 
6 per cent; coal and coke, 21.9 per cent; dry goods and apparel, 11.4 
Br cent; paper and paper products, 10.2 per cent; tobacco and confec- 
Lonery, 9.4 per cent. 


It should be borne in mind that the sales figures shown in this 
sport are the actual data so far reported to the Bureau and that the 
inal results based on all returns may differ from the preliminary figures 
mw published. 
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CANADA 


Table 1.--changes in the Value of Wholesale sales(1) 1933 ana 1934, 


by Kinds of Business 


: ‘ Sales Reported Per Cent 


musement, photographic and sporting 


REGS 25 0's!» 6 slo > ME aie 0 o'cie's 6.6 2 0p Cele Ly 0U,070 2,1978 782 + 12.1 
PUTO Pe 3s Me etc Ve s/s ope ve one ¥ 0% whee orice 9,287,737 | 10,841,904 + 16.7 
Automotive equipment and parts ... 8,248,212 27700 ,2o1 + 17.6 
UE DIES isle role ellos 6,4 oie cs vc ois cee ee ce 1, 069,925 1,141,623 ¢ 9.8 
Heme CALS. nd Paint smees's'sss see. oes 4,777,496 9,001,901 t 16.2 
Pee ONG MOTUS SUNGYLES «06 s.606.s'e« 17,926,526] 18,759,397 + 4.6 
Pee OO PCOKG EAs cid «sc oc'c cess sce cane 41,976,870] 38,988,923 t 21.9 
Pe OORS BANG "BDDEPO) «ces ccsccivvece. 44,777,533] 49,896,728 t 11.4 
Clothing and furnishings ......... 10,804,251} 11,985,444 ¢ 10.9 
bry goods (including notions) .... 33,973,082] 37,911, 284 + 11.6 
Per Galats'. «tenia ee c's e's cbse ee. 6,100,606 Ain ae ee + 33.6 
Peer [1 Shal oteBe ie gd SI elie 4.0 Eis o-le avectroose vara « £87), 671,761 1322, 546,175 ¢ 12.1 
BOC Ce OCRia's aie ele pln # eiainea-eie thd Ale lw ie ¢ 149,493, 858 }159, 752,867 t 6.9 
Dairy and poultry products ....... 16,409,065} 16,660,502 e 125 
Bruits and vegetables .....cecc0cne 55,729,021] 40,750,345 + 14.1 
Bie) MANNE Ed PIV ee hota Ws, 0 clio eves ack o.a.e c 86,039,817 1105, 382,461 + 22.5 
niture and house furnishings .... 4,814,700 Jeol tor ¢ 20.2 
Pueral "Merchandisers iss’ oe cee oo GO, cOa,oc0 7,000,930 ¢t 20.2 
RROD Gat ten cats tetas co oct a) Co 0) 43,997,998] 41,664,444 t 22.5 
wellery and optical goods ........ 4,571,808 5,436,295 + 18.9 
rather and leather goods .......0.. 4,514,090 9,121,390 ¢ 13.5 
umber and building materials ...... 12,005,883] 16,311,648 + 35.9 
ichinery, equipment and Supplies .. 14,406,173] 18,486,617 + 29.2 
Commercial and service ...c.ccccoes 2,121,647 2,394,949 + 12.9 
Farm machinery and equipment ..... £93,426] 3,206,377 f- 4.42.3 


Professional equipment and 


eA DARDS tala aMete tet cm) ov bre scp ate 06 eieve 4,041,892 4,542,473 t 7.4 
AML other Machinery ....2s)eececes 9,886,208 8,542,818 + 45.1 
teks Sndometal work 4 .% si 0% os 0's 4,364,035 6,280,863 | + 43.9 
Wer AnG papers products ..cececssos 13,837,924] 15,254,794 + 10.2 
umbing and heating equipment and 
BASS 6c io i are’ 06h o's bet le x's o 0's 4,025,396 4,144,724 t 24.6 
bacco and confectionery ..c.sseseee 22,551,510} 24,643,959 t 944 


) Preliminary figures based on the actual sales reported by a large 
humber of wholesale firms. The figures, however, are subject to 
revision in the final reports for the Census. 
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_ CENSUS OF, MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS. ry 
Nie lkbal. Leancle ee ese. I Tha JAowinces | 
Advance Report on Wholesale Sales in 1935 


Preliminary compilations of returns received from a large number 
of wholesale firms for the Census of Merchandising and Service Establish- 
ments reveal substantial gains in wholesale trade in 1935 as compared with 
the preceding year. Gains for the main kind-of-business groups ranged 
from 2.7 per cent for coal and coke to 20.9 per cent for machinery, equip- 
ment and supplies. Lines of trade reporting gains of 10 per cent or more 
were metals and metal work, 14.9 per cent; electrical goods, 14.3 per 
cent; jewellery and optical goods, 12.9 per cent; plumbing and heating 
equipment, 12.0 per cent, and lumber and building materials, 10.6 per cent. 


Changes in value of wholesale trade from year to year are due to 
two causes: (1),changes in the volume of goods sold and, (2), variations 
in price levels. Wholesale price levels remained relatively constant for 
most lines of business during the two-year period under review, the general 
index of wholesale prices increasing by less than one per cent. It is 
evident, therefore, that most of the increase in the value of wholesale 
trade in 1935 was due to an increase in the volume of goods sold. 


Firms reporting in the food group show an increase of 5.1 per 
cent in value of sales for the group aS a whole. The increase for the sub- 
group "Dairy and poultry products" was much greater, being 18.8 per cent. 
Jther increases in the food @roup are 2.1 per cent for fruits and vegetables, 
3.5 per cent for groceries, and 6.9 per cent for meats and fish. In compar- 
-Son with the average food group increase of 5.1 per cent for the Dominion 
iS a whole, increases in this group for the several economic divisions are 
}.1 per cent in Ontario, 3.6 per cent in the Maritime Provinces, 5.2 per 


‘ent in Quebec and in British Columbia, and 8.9 per cent in the Prairie 
rovinces. 


Other important groups and the ext 
md drug sundries, 6.3 per cent; 


‘are, 6.9 per cent, and tobacco an 


ent of their gains are drugs 
dry goods and apparel, 3.2 per cent; hard- 
d confectionery, 7.9 per cent. 


It must be borne in mind that the sales figures shown in the 
ttached tables do not represent the total wholesale trade but that they 
re the sales figures so far reported. These have been compiled in order 


O arrive at the extent of the ineréase in wholesale business in 1935 as 
ompared with the preceding year. 


It should also be remembered that this re 
egular wholesale houses and does not include th 
irms which act as wholesalers for their own pro 
2 this rule occurs in the sub 
ales figures reported include 


port refers only to 
e business of manufacturing 


ducts. The only exception 
-group "meat and fish". In this case the 


the sales of the various packing plants. 
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Table 1.--Changes in the Value of Wholesale Sales‘), 1934 ana 1935, 


by Kinds of Business 
Daa OS, UO The 


imusement, photographic and sporting 
goods eeeerereereeore eee eee ee ese ereeeeee 


Kind of Business 


.utomotive eoeoeosesoeeeeeeseeesevene 


Automotive equipment and parts ... 


Tires @oeoeeeveeeeoeveseeveeseeseoe2e0enr 


PIGS end DAINGS ...s's sas ec ce. ce 


rugs and drug sundries ......... 
oal and coke eoeoe oe eee eve eoeeee eee 
Ue COURS) ANE) APPALEL views is Soe wails 


CHething “and.furnishings ......... 
Dry goods (including notions) .... 
lectrical eoeesceeeveoeo es eev eevee eveeosnee 


PSM VGG iste s sla e.co sion ee ee ces 


oods 


Groceries eoeeoeeoeevev eee seeeoeeeveenen 
Dery and poultry products ....... 
Fruits and vegetables ........ee0. 


Ce eeesePeaeceaetcesceeceoeoenvnesesece 


Mee TES, 6ieh ake xav Site<s elo eels) og 


irniture and house furnishings .... 


piles) MOTCHSNdISG 24549. i os ve ees 
ardware VRPT S 21060) 00) 6 (6868 0 6 6 6 @ 0 6 6 6 6 


swellery and optical goods ........ 


sather and leather goods ....... 
mber and building materials ... 


ichinery, equipment and Supplies .. 


Commercial and service ........ 
Farm machinery and equipment .. 


Professional equipment and supplies 
APY Other Machinery «.. 2.0000 0eece 


tals and metal work .....sceces 
per and paper products ...eseo. 


umbing and heating 6€quipment and 
Supplies Oe 8 24 6 0 6 °t' se 6 ¢ o's 6 'e 6 6) o's 
bacco and CGN LC CULGHORY, - succes ce. 


) The sales figures shown in th 


Sale trade. They are the a 
compiled in order to give a 
over the two-year period. 


Sales Reported | Per Cent 
Change 


1,687,500 UM OLE SOO Wd 6x 

ee 12,290,300] 13,326,600 (oka 
10,859,900] 11,680,200 ae 

nee 1,430,400 1,646,400 ar tea 
7,612,100 8,343,500 L966 

cae 19,571,900] 20,798,200 GES 
TN 37,297,000] 38,319,100 Pay, 
eve 53,394,600} 55,088,000 ee ae 
12,642,800} 13,610,500 Oe 
40,751,800] 41,477,500 ie 

ye 6,711,200 7,671,300 + 14.3 
a. 7,732,000 8,052,400 12 
»+« | 347,446,400 | 365,120,600 ava | 
++ 1168,153,600 | 174,111,500 $ 3.5 
16,303,700} 19,372,500 $+ 18.8 
53,329,800] 54,425,200 tee 

+++ [109,659,300 | 117,211, 400 * 6.0 
6,036,300 6,552,000 + a5 

aed 7,656, 800 8,219,000 $. F028 
vines 42,348,700 | 45,274,200 Oy ee 
6,216,700 7,019,100 + 1220 

ae 5,311,200 5,691,200 + 9.2 
Lats 15,140,200 | 16,750,500 + 1006 
19,449,900 | 23,516,800 $+ 20.9 

ne 1,865,400 2,183,800 1 iia 
ae. 2,870,000 4,230,700 eae ak 
4,329,300 4,654,800 0.5 
10,385,200 | 12,447,500 $29,9 

where 7,073,100 8,127,000 + 14.9 
wee 14,967,700 | 15,641,200 Tak 
A 5,650,400 6,326,700 P20 
25,225,900 | 27,228,600 e769 


is table do not represent the total whole- 
ctual sales so far reported and have been 
preliminary estimate of the business trend 
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CENSUS OF MERCHANDISING AND SERVICE ESTABLISHMENTS. 


Advance Report on Wholesale Sales in 1936 
SSeS eS 


Lr Swe 


In an effort to provide early information on the trend of wholesale trade 
uring last year, the Dominion Bureau of Statistics has tabulated comparative sales fig- 
rea for 1935 and 1936 for a large number of wholesale firms reporting to the annual 
snsus of Merchandising and Service Establishments. While the returns for this census 
re not yet entirely complete for 1936, it is believed that the comparative sales data 
hown in this report are fairly indicative of the trend in wholesale trade last year, 


A comparison of sales for 1935 and 1936 for those firms included in this 
reliminary bulletin reveals substantial increases in almost all lines of trade last year, 
ncreases which are in continuation of, and generally greater than those recorded in 1935 
ompared with 1934. Wholesale dealers in construction materials, which suffered the 
reatest losses in the early depression years, reported the greatest improvement in the 
omparison of sales for the two years under review. Sales for the electrical group were 
5.9 per cent greater last year than in 1935. The lumber and building materials group 
ag up 22.9 per cent; plumbing and heating equipment and supplies, 20.6 per cent, and 
ardware, 13.6 per cent. The jewellery and optical group, which reported an increase of 
5.7 per cent in 1935 over 1934, increased by another 18.8 per cent last year. 


Firms reporting in ths food group show a gain of 8.8 per cent in value of 
ales for the group as a whole, This increase is a ocontinuation of the 5.3 per cent gain 
ecorded in 1935 and is calculated to bring the dollar value of sales for the group to 
ithin 10 per cent of the 1930 level. Increases over 1935 for individual classifications 
ithin the food group are 7,7 per cent for groceries, 14.2 per cent for dairy and poultry 
roducta, 9.9 per cent for fruits and vegetables, and 9.2 per cent for meats and fish. 


Gains over 1935 for other important groups in the wholesale trade are: 
utomotive, 11.9 per cent; drugs and drug sundries, 8.0 per cent; tobacco and confec~ 
ionery, 6.7 per cent; paper and paper products, 5,8 per cent; coal and coke, 4,4 per 
ent, and dry goods and apparel, 4.4 per cent, The only decline below 1935 was reported 
y the farm supplies group, for which sales were down by 11.8 per cent. 


Changes in the value of wholesale trade are due both to variations in the 
olume of goods sold and to changes in wholesale prices. According to the Bureau's 
teolesale Price Index, wholesale prices for consumers' goods averaged 1.5 per cent higher 
ast year than in 1935 while producers' goods prices advanced 4.2 per cent during the 
amé period. It is evident that, while an increase in wholesale prices has contributed 
0 the increase in value of wholesale trade, a considerable expansion in the quantities 
f goods sold has taken place. 


It must be borne in mind that the sales figures shown in the attached 
ables do not represent the total wholesale trade but that they are the sales figures for 
irms 60 far reported and have been compiled together with comparative figures for 1935 
or the same firms in order to arrive at the trend in business between the two years. 
mre complete statistics on wholesale trade will be contained in final reports now in 
purse of preparation. 
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Table 1.--Changes in the Value of Wholesale Sales(!/, 1935 and 1936, 
by Kinds of Business 
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Dry goods (including notions) woe. 228,9 0 | GOTT 3,000 Pind 
BGG UPLCOM We nls 63.9.) 0 oe vad ye eee 7,906, ae 9,951,700 +3549 
Bat | SUPP ese haw eee eae ee sews ss | 8, 458,000 7,459,600 ~ 11.8 
See OER OM te ee Linty oe oi 2 ee vi F008 HO 8 260,432,900 | 392,327,600 + 8.8 
GPCCEL TOS aikics co vie 0s BI banat ihc: gg bates | 167,937,500 |180,848,400 + 7.7 
Dairy and poultry Sodus be A | 16,838,700 | 19,225,800 + 14.2 
Peuiverend wooetables fivnscac de das 56,218,900 | 61,797,000 + 9.9 
Meats and fish ..ccssnorerercrccens | 129,437,800 |130, 456,400 oe 
Furniture and house furnishings ..... | 6,806,600 71,347,600 + TS 
GSNSEA MELONANGLES coeecoasnvessoenea | 8. PeCekOO | L522, 200 ae ae 
ee ake ay &, Cl 45,708,300 | E1ee3z 7800 + 13.6 
Jewellery and optical Boada ee naa | 7,527,600 | 8,945,900 + 18,8 
Leather and leather goods ,ovcoranscece 5 T4200 6,104,200 + Gey 
Lumber and building materials ..55,0.. | 20,193,000 | 24,816,700 + 22,9 
Machinery, equipment and supplies ... | ab 404, 800 | 30,976,100 + 27e3 
Commercial and service ..sssssecese 732,100 | 2,912,700 | i) bob 
Farm machinery and equipment corns es 5, 5353, 200 6,153,100 + 15.6 
Professional equipment and supplies | 5,672,800 6,047,800 + 6.6 
Ai Coes TRACOM LNS EVs ga ae oa ae cteole om i 12,677, 700 | 15,862,500 + 25.1 
Metale® end, Moved WOCK s°) 6-0 0@. eee ews o 8, (234, 600 9,556, 300 + 16,1 
Paper and paper products scovesrsoces LT 263 S00 | 18,265,700 + 5,8 
Plumbing and heating equipment and : 
BOE ees od finite phe har ce) 5 408.9 5 666.250 6,825,100 | + 20.6 
Fobacco and confectionery cseescnoves 25,978,100 ey 4 


re tr at ee cree oe ay ope 


27 LAO | 


ee oo 
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